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1. REGRET OVERSIGHT. REFTEL B WAS DRAFTED ON THE ASSUMP- 
TION THAT TEXT OF PRESIDENT S DECEMBER 9 REPLY TO PRESIDENT 
KAUNDA'S NOVEMBER 24 LETTER HAD BEEN ROUTINELY CABLED TO 
POST. TEXT FOLLOWS. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: QTE DEAR MR. PRESIDENT, THANK YOU FOR 
SENDING ME YOUR LATEST THOUGHTS ON THE RHODESIAN PROBLEM. 

AND I APPRECIATED THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TO YOU PERSONALLY 
ON THE TELEPHONE DECEMBER 6. AND TO HAVE REAFFIRMED OUR 
CONTINUING COOPERATION ON RESOLVING THIS PROBLEM. I AM 
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SENDING THIS LETTER BY MARK CHONA FROM MY MEETING WITH 
HIM. 

YOU KNOW HOW HIGHLY I VALUE YOUR EXPERIENCE AND COUNSEL, 

AND HOW MUCH I RESPECT YOUR COMMITMENT. I AM GLAD THAT YOU 
UNDERSTAND THE UNITED STATES’ DEEP COMMITMENT TO HELP BRING 
MAJORITY RULE TO ZIMBABWE. I AM GLAD, TOO, THAT WE AGREE 
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THAT THE TRANSITION TO MAJORITY RULE MUST COME AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE, TO AVERT FURTHER VIOLENCE AND BLOODSHED AMONG 
PEOPLE WHO HAVE ALREADY SEEN TOO MUCH OF BOTH. 

I WILL CAREFULLY CONSIDER THE IDEAS YOU PRESENT IN THE 
MEMORANDUM ACCOMPANYING YOUR LETTER. WE AGREE THAT THE 
DEMOCRATIC IDEAL TO WHICH YOUR NATION AND MINE SUB- 
SCRIBE DICTATES THAT ZIMBABWE'S NEW LEADERS BE CHOSEN 
WITHOUT INTIMIDATION AND VIOLENCE. I UNDERSTAND YOUR FEAR 
THAT THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD ENVISAGED UNDER THE BRITISH- 
AMERICAN PROPOSALS WILL NOT CREATE THE RIGHT ATMOSPHERE FOR 
PEACEFUL ELECTIONS. BUT IN THE SPIRIT OF CANDOR WHICH 
CHARACTERIZES OUR RELATIONSHIP, I MUST SAY THAT, WHILE 
ORGANIZING AND HOLDING FREE ELECTIONS WITHOUT VIOLENCE 
DURING THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD WILL NOT BE EASY, IT SHOULD 
NOT BE IMPOSSIBLE. WITH GOODWILL AND DETERMINATION FROM 
THE PARTIES AND STATES INVOLVED, INCLUDING YOUR COUNTRY AND 
MINE, IT CAN BE DONE. 

IN THE COMING WEEKS WE SHALL BE CONSULTING FURTHER ABOUT 
THE APPROPRIATE STEPS TO TAKE TOWARD OUR SHARED GOAL OF 
MAJORITY RULE AND INDEPENDENCE FOR ZIMBABWE. WE WILL TAKE 
YOUR CONCERNS VERY SERIOUSLY AS WE TRY TO ENSURE THAT THE 
ELECTIONS CAN BE CONDUCTED WITHOUT INTIMIDATION OR CONFLICT. 
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I WAS VERY GLAD TO HEAR FROM AMBASSADOR LOW THAT YOU HAVE 
ACCEPTED, IN PRINCIPLE, MY INVITATION TO PAY A STATE VISIT 
TO THE UNITED STATES IN 1978. ALTHOUGH WE BOTH KNOW FROM 
EXPERIENCE HOW EVENTS CAN ALTER SUCH PLANS, I HOPE THAT 
NEXT SPRING WE WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SIT DOWN 
TOGETHER AND CONTINUE OUR DIALOGUE IN A PERSONAL SPIRIT OF 
SHARED COMMITMENT, FRIENDSHIP, AND COMMON PURPOSE. 
SINCERELY, JIMMY CARTER. CHRISTOPHER 
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